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236,000 people drown each year







………20,000 people drown in EURO in 2019



Unequal burden









Drowning as a leading cause of death in LIC and HIC

• 90% drowning 

occurs in LIC

• Top 10 COD in ALL 

HIC in G20

– 1-4

– 5-9

– 10-14





True burden

12% water transport
72% unintentional
15% intentional
<1% environmental
1% undetermined

16.5% water transport
43% unintentional
33.9% intentional
6.4% environmental















How do we know?



1st Global Status Report on Drowning Prevention

EUROPEAN REGIONAL STATUS REPORT 
ON DROWNING PREVENTION

 





Global burden of drowning
Key facts

Risk factors for drowning 

Flooding 

disasters 

Working on 

or around 

water 

Travelling 

over water

Living near 

water

Bathing and 

collecting 

water

Poor 

supervision 

of young 

children 



61%
Deaths/Missing 

presumed dead, in 
the act of migration 

are caused by 
drowning

75%
deaths/missing due to 

drowning occurred in the 
Mediterranean 





European Floods



Alcohol “causes” 25% of all drowning  

Range 3-54%



Cold water shock







Coordination & Collaboration





Norway Drowning Prevention 
Goals? 

Domestic Objectives?
International 

Objectives/Offerings?

SDG commitments
UNGA/WHA Resolutions
Data driven/Evidence based
Intersectoral coordination

International capacity development
Sharing national experiences
Mentoring
Effective governance





Goal 3.2 

End preventable deaths 
of children under-five 



Goal 3.5

Prevent harmful use of alcohol



Goal 6.1 

Achieve universal and equitable 
access to safe and affordable 
drinking water for all by 2030



Goal 6.b 

Community action for 
improving water management



Goal 11.5 

Reduce the number of 
deaths by water-related 
disasters 





Thank you

For more information, please contact:
Jonathon Passmore
Regional Advisor for Violence and Injury Prevention
passmorej@who.int

mailto:passmorej@who.int
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