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236,000 pedple drown each year






Age standardised drowning rates, 2019
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veeee....20,000 people drown in EURO in 2019




Unequal burden

Drowning mortality, ELURO, 2019
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Numberand rank of the 10 leading causes of death for both sexesinthe WHO European Region, 2019

L—4 years

|l\ll ages

Rank 5-14 years 5-29 years 0 years G059 years b0-69 years 70 + years
Preterm birth schaemicheart schaemicheart schaemicheart Ischemicheart Ischaemic heart

1 kcomplications 20,41 isease 56,709disease 137, 711disease 329 637|disease 1,628,97 {disease 2,155,222
Congenital heart Lower respiratory rachea, bronchus,

2 lanomalies 8 823infections 1,36 UNg Cancers 62 901Ftroke 141 4305troke 814, 1025troke 1,036,785
Birth asphyxiaand Trachea, bronchus, lAlzheimer's disease Alzheimer's disease

] birth trauma 8,76 irrhosisof the liver 39,7195troke 54 528lung cancers 135,359and other dementias 482 319and other dementias 4

[Cardiomyopathy,

Other congenital Other unintentional yocarditis, Colonandrectum Trachea, bronchus,

: lEnomalies 8,31leukaemia 1,07 2finjuries 4,025%ndocarditis 27,99qCirrhosis of the liver 43,0024ancers 57,584copPD’ 263,048lung cancers 421,334
Lower respiratory Brain andnervous Colon andrectum [Other circulatory

3 nfections 7,881 system cancers 990Drug use disorders 3,997Gtroke 25,053cancers 24 934copPD’ 50,384diseases 260,465COPD" 332,652
[Other neonatal Other unintentional [Trachea, bronchus, Other circulatory

5 konditions 5,017finjuries 22,159Breast cancer 24 daqrirrhosisof the liver 50,034lung cancers 208,711jdiseases 322,353
Peonatal sepsisand jother malignant Other circulatory Lower respiratory Lower respiratory

7 nfections 3,809neoplasms irrhosis of the liver 22,411diseases 36,23infections 198, 480infections 266,375
Diarrhoeal [Colon andrectum Colon and rectum

3 diseases 2, 2,3088lcohol-use disorders reast cancer 35,284cancers 167,733cancers 259,424

her neurclogical Lower respiratory Hypertensive heart [Hypertensive heart
2 Pleural tube defects 1,897 conditions S78HIV/AIDS 2,283 infections 15,8584l cohol-use disorders 17,568Pancreas cancer 34,629disease 164,7024disease 190,7
Cardiomyopathy,

Other unintentional Other congenital myocarditis, Other unintentional

10 njuries 1 814anomalies 567ndocarditis 2,248injuries 15,8095tomach cancer 16,67 Ftomach cancer 32 68gKidney diseases 118,788Cirrhosis of the liver 178,7:

17) Other
nintentional injuries 1251
Deaths attributed i
eaths attribu
toviol and Percentage Absolute number |Percentage Absolute number [Percentage Absolute number Percentage \Absolute number [Percentage Absolute number [Percentage bsolute number |Percentage bsolute number [Percentage number
injuries

6,2% 5,4953 7,9% 6,456119,9% 44,87622,2% 115,51488, 7% 65,26341.2% 60,4872, 7% 167,171f5, 1% 455,25




Top 10 causes of death in France for both sexes aqged 10 to 14 vears (2019)

Top 10 causes of death
Road injury
Brain and nervous system cancers
Congenital anomalies
Self-harm
Leukasmia
Interpersonal viclence
Drowning
Epilepsy
Cardiomyopathy, myocarditis, endocarditis

Lower respiratory infections

0 0.2 0.4 06 0.8
Deaths per 100 000 population

Top 10 causes of death in Turkiye for both sexes aged 10 to 14 years (2019)

Top 10 causes of death
Road injury ﬂ_
Leukaemia -‘=
Congenital anomalies ‘=
Drowning
Lower respiratory infections __
Brain and nervous system cancers 4=
Epiepsy
Interpersonal violence «_

.

Diarrhoeal diseases |

.

Seitharm

0 05 i 15 2
Deaths per 100 000 population
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Top 10 causes of death in Romania for both sexes aged 10 to 14 years (2019)

Top 10 causes of death
Road injury
Drowning
Lower respiratory infections
Self-harm
Brain and nervous system cancers
Epilepsy
Leukaemia
Congenital anomalies
Cardiomyopathy, myocarditis, endocarditis

Lymphomas, multiple myeloma

: 15 2 25 3
Deaths per 100 000 population
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Top 10 causes of death in Netherlands (Kingdom of the) for both sexes aged 10 to 14 years (2019)

Top 10 causes of death

Self-harm

Road injury

Brain and nervous system cancers
Epilepsy

Congenital anomalies

Drowning

Leukaemia

Meningitis

Idiopathic intellectual disability

Lymphomas, multiple myeloma

0 0.1 02 03 0.4 05 06 07 08
Deaths per 100 000 population
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Drowning as a leading cause of death in LIC and HIC
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True burden

Drowning deaths by ICD10, Norway 2015

0% 1% 79

Drowning deaths by ICD10, Spain, 2021
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12% water transport
72% unintentional
15% intentional
<1% environmental
1% undetermined

16.5% water transport
43% unintentional
33.9% intentional
6.4% environmental
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All causes of drowning, England and Wales, 2019
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INnjuries

resulting
iNn death

resulting in:
hospitalization [
ambulatory treatment "
emergency treatment '
primary care treatment
paramedic treatment
unreported or no
treatment at all




ADOPTED @

The first-ever UN
resolution on

Global Drowning
Prevention
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United Nations A s 76/add.1

G ' \
\‘v World Health

7R\ General Assembl i e Y
%“ }/, y L el % Organization
A < Original: English EXECUTIVE BOARD EB152(12)
152nd session 3 February 2023

Agenda item 16

Seventy-fifth session

Agenda item 24 Accelerating action on global drowning prevention

Eradication of poverty and other development issues

Bangladesh and Ireland: draft resolution* The Executive Board, having considered the report by the Director-General,'

Global drowning prevention Decided to recommend to the Seventy-sixth World Health Assembly the adoption of the following

Addendum resolution:

The Seventy-sixth World Health Assembly,

Add the following countries to the list of sponsors of the draft resolution:

Algeria, Angola, Antigua and Barbuda, Australia, Bahrain, Bhutan, Brazil,
Burkina Faso, Cabo Verde, Cameroon, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Comoros,
Costa Rica, Cote d’Ivoire, Cyprus, Djibouti, Dominica, El Salvador, Equatorial
Guinea, Eritrea, Fiji, Gambia, Ghana, Grenada, Guatemala, Guinea, Guyana,
Honduras, India, Indonesia, Israel, Japan, Jordan, Kazakhstan, Lebanon,
Madagascar, Malawi, Malaysia, Maldives, Mali, Mauritania, Micronesia
(Federated States of), Monaco, Mongolia, Morocco, Nauru, Nepal, New Zealand,

Having considered the report by the Director-General,

Recalling resolution WHAG64.27 (2011), which recognized drowning as a leading global
cause of child death from unintentional injury,” requiring multisectoral approaches to prevention
through the implementation of evidence-based interventions;

Niger, Palau, Papua New Guinea, Philippines, Portugal, Qatar, Russian Recalling also resolution WHA74.16 (2021), which recognized the need to strengthen
Federation, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, efforts to address the social, economic, gender-related and environmental determinants of health,?
Senegal, Sierra Leone, Singapore, South Africa, South Sudan, Spain, Sri Lanka, including the need to address the consequence of the adverse impact of climate change, natural
Tajikistan, Thailand, Timor-Leste, Togo, Turkey, Turkmenistan, Ukraine, disasters and extreme weather events;

Uzbekistan, Vanuatu, Viet Nam, Zambia and Zimbabwe

Recalling also the adoption of resolution 75/273 (2021) by the United Nations General
Assembly on global drowning prevention, inviting WHO to assist Member States in their
drowning prevention efforts and to coordinate actions within the United Nations system among
relevant United Nations entities;
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\ ROAD TRAFFIC DEATHS IN THE WORLD
EVERY YEAR

O .
@. #RoadSafety (@) ol

Global status report on road safety 2018

PROGRESS UPDATE: MORTALITY

PROGRESS IS FAR FROM UNIFORM
In the last 3 years, only 1/3 of countries saw a reduction in road traffic deaths and 2/3 saw an increase.

48 4104 23 =

Road traffic deaths

increased in 104 countries same in 23 countries

" Road traffic deaths
decreased in 48 countries

DISPROPORTIONATE RISK
Low- and middle-income countries bear a disproportionate burden of road traffic deaths

VEHICLES

13% 1%

No low-income country has reduced the
number of road traffic deaths

VEHICLES

MORTALITY

MIDDLE-INCOME COUNTRIES ‘

Road traffic deaths have decreased in
23 countries.

How do we know?

Global status report on road safety 2018
PROGRESS UPDATE: LEGISLATION

Strong road traffic laws, when adequately enforced ensure safe behaviours and make roads safsr
Inthe last 3 years, 22 countries have amendad ther road safsty [aws to align them with WHO's recommendations
Thiz resulted in 1 BILLION addtiona’ people being covered by efective road traffic laws

SEAT-BELTS SPEEL MOTORCYCLE HELMETS
105 COUNTRES COUNTEE 43 COUNTRIES
representing 5.3 billioe people represenaing 3 biltion people mpresenting 2.7 billicn pacple camently
cuently Save Lws on seatbet have iaws semng spesc Sms Save lyws on motoroycie heimet use
use that abign with best peactice that align with best practice thar afgn with best practice

10 A

oasTe s
e 134 ==
652M
people
DRINK-DRIVING CHILD RESTRAINTS
&5 COUNTRIES 33 COUNTRIES
representing 2.3 billoa paople representng 652 milllon people camently
cumently hawe drnk-doving laws have bws on the woe of chid resaints
1hat align with best practice that skign with best peactice

Death on the roads

Based onthe WHO Giobel St Beport o Boad Sfety 18

ROAD TRAFFIC 1 St
INJURIES ARE THE
CAUSE OF DEATH AMONG

CHILDREN AGED 5-14 AND
YOUNG ADULTS AGED 15-29

Q B  +rosdsatery @) spare

Global status report on road safety 2018
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1t Global Status Report on Drowning Prevention

- ’ k r ovaniing grown 3
GLOBAL ntpomz- Z : e CT: e
ON DROWNING-

PREVENTING E < g
LEADING KILLE_R ol

@ s

Regional Status

Report on Drowning Regional Status
in the Report on Drowning

@

wklkﬁ-

) World Health
/¥ Organization

REGIONAL OFFICE FOR Europe SUBEA REGONAL DE ' Europe REGIONALBURO FUR Europa

Bcemupuaﬂ OpraHu3aums
3[paBOOXPaHEHNS

EBponeicKoe peniosansiioe 6:po



’,-o -

r’\“",

_ ~ x‘
- A
S S

& ¢

. ’ - - )
g7 , Y
I -y - -.,

'a ,.,, : & "‘,.“‘ P, ‘:’--;,. .’-!- - "‘& _Qf! /f d.a Preventlng drownlng

L #* | an implementation guide
z ou onowm

PREVENTING A -
LEADING KILLER

@mmm .;-'



Global burden of drowning

Key facts
Drowning caused Global estimates Dﬂl‘::f:iﬂ& ;s MALES d‘:‘)vuw.!r .90:/6 ct;:'
over 2.5 do NOT capture ARE TWICE rowning deaths
MILLION 10 LEADING occur in LOW-
drowning deaths AS LIKELY
tabl CAUSES OF and MIDDLE-
preventable that are caused by DEATH tofﬂ"’“['" INCOME
deaths in the last WATER for people aged as females \
decade TRANSPORT 1-24 years countries

&

N INCIDENTS or
!0 NATURAL
DISASTERS

P
Bathing and . ] ] Worki oo_r _
collecting Living near Flooding Travelling orking on supervision
water water disasters over water or around of young

water children



MISSING
:m' IOM MEDIA CENTRE | EN | FR | ES
7 PROJECT

WHO WE ARE DATA FAMILIES OF MISSING MIGRANTS PUBLICATIONS CONTACT US

61%

Deaths/Missing
presumed dead, in
the act of migration
are caused by
drowning

75%

deaths/missing due to
42 drowning occurred in the
i Mediterranean

i i SAN R,
Leaflet | Tiles © Esri — Source: US National Parl

o © 0o

22,396 1,149 286 181 53

Drowning Mixed or unknown WVehicle accident / death Harsh environmental Violence Accidental death Sickness / lack of access to
linked to hazardous conditions / lack of adequate adequate healthcare
transport shelter, food, water

A,

> MIGRANTS

RECORDED IN MEDITERRANEAN (SINCE 2014)

CAUSE OF DEATH
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European Floods

£ <o\
g’;{" X\Y) Beemmpras opranu3aus
%99V 30paBooXpaHeHns

ey

/<3N SZIIRN 2o ks ZOR
gjf" L)y World Health g%y, Organisation
WE#Y Organization %Y mondiale de la Santé NS R
REGIONAL OFFICE FOR Europe SUBEAL REGIONAL DE { Europe REGIONALBORO FUR Europa o EBponeicKoe peniosansiioe 6:po

<Y\

74




Alcohol “causes” 25% of all drowning

G60.0%

Alcohol Attributable Fraction - Drowning
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Cold water shock
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Occupational Burden of Disease Application

No Data

Not Applicable

Map

Disaggregation

Data

About

Parameter

QOccupational risk factor
Cause
Measure

Unit

Year:

Sex:

Age group:

Click on country for more details

Leaflet



SECTION 2

TEN ACTIONS TO
PREVENT DROWNING

The 10 actions outlined in this section are
based on available evidence and are deemed
to be effective, feasible and scalable.
Complementary measures such as drawing
on best-practice models, using social media
and communication to raise public awareness,
and adapting interventions to suit local contexts
(for example, making barriers from locally
sourced materials) are important in ensuring
these strategies are effectively implemented.

CONMUNITY-
BASED
ACTION

Install barriers
controlling access
to water

Provide safe places
(for example,

a créche) away from
water for pre-school
children, with
capable child care

In addition, in resource-poor settings where
educational levels are low, it is important to
understand how people perceive drowning
before introducing interventions, including
what local people see as the cause of
drowning and appropriate ways to treat and
prevent it. Findings should guide how
actions are implemented.

EFFECTIVE
POLICIES
AND
LEGISLATION

Our 10 actions fall into three categories:
Teach school-age
children basic

. swimming, water
safety and safe
rescue skills

Set and enforce safe
boating, shipping
and ferry regulations

. Train bystanders
in safe rescue and
resuscitation

Build resilience
and manage flood
risks and other
hazards locally and
nationally

Strengthen

public awareness
and highlight

the wvulnerability
of children

Coordinate drowning
prevention efforts
with those of other
sectors and agendas

.4
1@ ©
2 )

Develop a
national water
safety plan

FURTHER
RESEARCH

10

Address priority
research questions
with well-designed
studies




Coordination & Collaboration ‘

International R‘.SPA

Life Saving Federation accidents don’t have to happen
of Europe
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MOTLYATION
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NN
ﬂ,yte Norway Drowning Prevention

Goals?

International

. . O ?
pomesticdjectives: Objectives/Offerings?

SDG commitments International capacity development
UNGA/WHA Resolutions Sharing national experiences
Data driven/Evidence based Mentoring
Intersectoral coordination Effective governance
{3 Weltgesundheitsorganisation \V‘; ; }\%& Bcemmpras opraHusaums
NPaaton pNs (X8 anpasooxpanenns
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SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT ) O SIGNIN/CREATEACCOUNT  Keywords... Search
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Goal 6.1

Achieve universal and equitable
access to safe and affordable
drinking water for all by 2030
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Goal 11.5
Reduce the number of

deaths by water-related
disasters







For more information, please contact:
Jonathon Passmore
Regional Advisor for Violence and Injury Prevention

N
7%, World Health
%)Y Organization

European Region


mailto:passmorej@who.int
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