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Antonio Guterres, UN Secretary General

“Climate change is the defining issue of our time... every day we fail to actis a
day that we step a little closer towards a fate that none of us wants — a fate that
will resonate through generations in the damage done to humankind and life

on earth”



Climate change effects

Extended heatwaves
More severe storms
Increased drought
Warming rising ocean
Biodiversity colapse
Not enough food
Poverty

More health risks

Displacement



Interaction with water
increases in hotter weather




Droughts can lead to riskier
behaviour around water




Drowning is a leading
cause of death in floods
and cyclones




Aquatic ecosystem
colapse results in risky
occupational practices




Rising poverty will
exacerbate inequalities In
drowning risk




Displacementis
associated with transport-
related drowning
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Displacement, disasters and climate change

Internally displaced people (IDPs)
at the end of 2023
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Internally displaced people as a result of Increase in the number of people
conflict and violence in 66 countries and internally displaced by conflict and
territories as of 31 December 2023 violence since 2022

The number of IDPs continues to rise
The total number of
people living in internal
displacement increased
by 51% over the past
five years, reaching

a record high of 75.9
million people across
116 countries at the end
of 2023

2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019* 2020 2021 2022 2023

Total number of IDPs in millions
“First year disaster data is avaliable

The total number of IDPs is a snapshot of all the people living in internal
What is the total displacement at the end of the year. Due to rounding, some totals may
number of IDPs? not correspond with the sum of the separate figures.

(see p. 127 for further information)

Displaced by disasters
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Internally displaced people as a result of Decrease in the number of people
disasters in 82 countries and territories internally displaced by disasters
as of 31 December 2023 since 2022

Why does the number of IDPs
keep increasing?

New escalations of conflict such as in Sudan and
Palestine forced millions of people to flee in 2023,
adding to the tens of millions already living in displace-
mentfrom ongoing or previous conflicts. Earthquakes,
storms, floods and wildfires destroyed large numbers
of homes, forcing even more people to remain
displaced at the end of the year. In the absence of
durable solutions to displacement, the number will
likely continue to rise.

What is needed to reduce the
number of IDPs?

Supporting return, local integration or resettlement, and
addressing IDPs' vulnerabilities, is essential. To prevent
new and repeated displacement and end ongoing
crises, governments need to reinforce conflict reso-
lution, peacebuilding, disaster risk reduction, poverty
reduction and climate action. Better data to inform
prevention and response, as well as monitoring prog-
ress towards solutions, will help maximise the impact
of these interventions.
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How will this impact drowning prevention, rescue and

treatment activities?
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Climate change hazards
affecting lifesaving activities

* Higher summer temperatures may increase
lifesaving demand (lifeguards and lifeboats)

* Increasingly frequent floods may have impact on
operation of lifeboat stations

* Changing weather conditions may have health and
safety impact on personnel, and durability of
equipment

 Warming oceans may introduce new risks e.g.
jellyfish, toxic algal blooms

* Working to reduce carbon footprint

Millions affected by river and coastal flooding
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Long-term effects

The lingering effects of a climate hazard may not be immediately

apparent as connected to the initial event. Often tied to complex

social issues or extensive health outcomes, these effects can last
for many years following the incident.
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What is the ‘uncounted’ burden of
occupational, transport, and disaster
drowning?

How will climate change affect the ‘uncounted’
burden of drowning?

How can drowning prevention support climate
change mitigation, adaptation and resilience?

Are existing interventions fit for purpose in a
changing climate?

—— " T e How can we best collaborate with other

sectors to reduce disaster risk?
Relaunch and redirect oui’ |
c ll m ate a ct I o N | How do we reduce our own carbon footprint?
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